
That's No Way to Treat a 
Brother! 
Nehemiah 5 



I. The Situation 
A. There were three great problems (vs 1-5) 

 1. The people with large families didn't have enough to eat. 

 2. Others had mortgaged their homes and property.   

 3. While some others were forced to sell their children.   

B. There were three causes.   

 1. The Famine that they had gone through (v.3). 

 2. The taxes they had to pay (v.4).   

 3. The sinful conduct of the leaders, their brothers.   

C. Nehemiah's response was: 

 1. He became angry at these violations (v.6).   

 2. He confronted them with their sin.   

 3.  He condemned their sin (v.10).     



D. Nehemiah's action. 
 1. He called for restoration and restitution (v.11).   

 2. He demanded an oath before witnesses (v.12).   

 3. He invoked a curse for failure to keep that oath (v. 13).   

E. Nehemiah's example (vv. 14-19).  
 1. He showed integrity 

 2. He showed honesty!   

 3.  He showed loyalty!   

 4. He showed generosity!  



II. The Sin they had Committed. 

A. The biblical commandment had been broken. 

      - It forbids the charging of interest between 
 brethren. 

 - The Law forbids the taking advantage of poverty  

B. Their sinful actions. 

C. The Old Testament approach to relationships. 



III. The Significance of His actions. 

A. The application for today.  

- (James 4:1-4) Where do wars and fights come from among you? 
Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your 
members?  

- You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. 
You fight and war.  Yet you do not have because you do not ask. You 
ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it 
on your pleasures.  

- Adulterers and adulteresses!  Do you not know that friendship with 
the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.   



B. God places a high premium on "one another" in the N.T.   

- Ephesians 4:30-32,  

- And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption.  

- Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking 
be put away from you, with all malice.  

- And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God in Christ forgave you.  



There are four things that a church 
is:  

I. THE CHURCH IS A FELLOWSHIP. 

 A top priority in a fellowship is harmony and unity. 

II. THE CHURCH IS A FAMILY. 

 So we operate on the basis of Relationships NOT rules.  

III. THE CHURCH  IS  A BODY.  

    Therefore, our goal is to function on the basis of Spiritual gifts 
 not just elections. 

IV. THE CHURCH IS A FLOCK.   

 Flocks are led by shepherds not committees.  



How are you treating your brother?   

What are you doing for one another?   


